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It was through this foresight that the Arling-

ton County Fire Department was able to so ef-
fectively deal with the terrorist attack on the 
Pentagon. Chief Plaugher and his firefighters 
were commended for their quick and orga-
nized response to the tragedy. Without the 
leadership of Chief Plaugher and the dedica-
tion of the men and women of the Arlington 
County Fire Department and other Northern 
Virginia fire departments more lives would 
have been lost on that tragic day. 

I would like to thank Chief Plaugher for his 
distinguished service to Arlington and Fairfax 
Counties. His leadership and vision have 
helped create some of the premier fire depart-
ments in the nation. He is highly deserving of 
this honor. I wish Chief Plaugher and his fam-
ily the best as he begins his much deserved 
retirement. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MRS. ALMA 
MURR 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I rise to mourn the life of a 
remarkable lady from New Castle, Colorado. 
Alma Murr passed away at the age of ninety- 
seven this past May. She left a strong impres-
sion on all those whom she met, and her life 
is an example of the constant change and 
growth that our great country made in the past 
century. I am honored to stand here with my 
colleagues before this body and this nation to 
recognize her life. 

Alma was born in 1906 in Madison County, 
Nebraska, and at a young age began to deal 
with big changes and responsibilities when the 
family moved to Lander, Wyoming. When 
Alma was ten years old, her father died of 
pneumonia, which put her in charge of raising 
her younger brothers and sisters while her 
mother worked as a cook at the Shoshone 
and Bannock Indian reservations. In 1917, the 
family moved in a covered wagon to Meeker, 
Colorado, where Alma attended and grad-
uated from high school. At twenty-one, Alma 
married Orel Murr and the couple farmed on 
Beaver Creek, and Rifle before finding their 
true home near New Castle on Colorado’s 
Western Slope. 

Alma and Orel had a working fruit orchard 
with apples, plums, nectarines, apricots, 
peaches and all sorts of berries. They sold 
their produce at their family-run Peach Valley 
Market, or at a second family-run market in 
the Fort Collins area, and to wholesale mar-
kets in nearby states. When they had to close 
the fruit market, the couple turned to raising 
hay. With their hard, painstaking work, Alma 
and Orel raised three children on the eight-
een-acre Peach Valley Homestead where 
Alma has lived for sixty-nine years. 

Alma was a caring person who leaves be-
hind a large family that loved her for her spirit, 
and kindness—she was the type of person 
with whom it was easy to become friends. She 
is survived by her sons Robert and Richard, 
her daughter Phyllis, her sister Evelyn, four-
teen grand children, eighteen great grand chil-
dren, and one great great grandchild. 

Mr. Speaker, Alma Murr was a kind and 
generous soul who touched the lives of many 

of the people who met her. She was a strong 
woman that led by example and helped to 
nourish the members of her Colorado commu-
nity with great devotion and satisfaction in her 
work. I am honored to recognize her life be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to Alma’s family 
and friends at this difficult time of bereave-
ment. 
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor David Meyers, a dedicated member of 
the Monterey community. David will be retiring 
from his current position of General Manager 
of the Monterey Waste Management District, 
where he has worked diligently for twenty-five 
years overseeing the burying and recycling of 
the peninsula’s waste. 

During his years of service, David has gone 
above and beyond his normal duties by play-
ing a leading role in turning the Marina Dump 
into an innovative recycling and waste man-
agement center. While Meyers was working 
there, the center was one of the first to siphon 
methane and carbon dioxide gases for elec-
trical uses in 1983. Then, in 1989, when the 
state passed legislation requiring cities and 
counties to divert 50 percent of their solid 
waste from landfills by 2000, David spurred 
the waste management center into action. 
Under his leadership the district grew from 10 
employees who buried trash to 130 employees 
whose duties range in a wide variety of recy-
cling tasks. 

David’s innovation did not stop there. He 
created a thrift store on the site called the Last 
Shop Mercantile that sells items that would 
otherwise have been thrown away. It brings in 
$400,000 annually and pays for itself. 

Under his stewardship, the Monterey County 
Waste Management District has been honored 
with the first ever ‘‘Best Solid Waste System 
in North America’’ award by the Solid Waste 
Association of North America. Meyers himself 
has been given two awards by the Solid 
Waste Association of North America: the Plan-
ning and Management Technical Division’s 
Distinguished Achievement Award and the 
Robert L. Lawrence Distinguished Service 
Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate David 
on his much deserved retirement and thank 
him for his contribution to our community. 
David has continually gone above and beyond 
the roles bestowed asked of him and his inno-
vation has lead to a cleaner, healthier commu-
nity. I wish him all the best in his retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CLIFF MCDUFFIE OF 
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OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Mr. Cliff 
McDuffie of Zephyrhills in my 5th Congres-
sional District. 

Mr. McDuffie is an amazing gentleman who 
through his years of dedication to public serv-
ice has continually helped make the city of 
Zephyrhills a better place. I had the pleasure 
of honoring him at his retirement on August 
27, 2004, in Zephyrhills, FL. 

Cliff’s tenure as a public servant began at 
the Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce. 
There, he ran the small-business and per-
sonnel divisions and was operations manager. 
Cliff took over in Zephyrhills as the Executive 
Director of the city’s Chamber of Commerce in 
1997 after more than 20 years with the Tampa 
Chamber of Commerce. Despite his retire-
ment, McDuffie will remain active and visible 
in the Zephyrhills community as the city’s 
mayor. 

Cliff McDuffie is a shining example of what 
a public servant should aspire to become. I 
join the rest of Florida’s Fifth Congressional 
District in thanking Mr. McDuffie for his years 
of service and wish him the best of luck with 
his retirement. I am proud to call him my con-
stituent. 
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COLORADO 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of the incor-
poration of Palisade, Colorado. This year 
marks the celebration of its first centennial, a 
rare and distinguished achievement. The story 
of Palisade is one of success, a farming town 
that thrived around the mouth of a river. As 
they celebrate their one hundred year anniver-
sary, I would like to join my colleagues here 
today, before this body of Congress and this 
nation, in recognizing the town of Palisade, 
Colorado. 

Settlers first started establishing home-
steads on the land in the early 1880s. The 
land that would become the town of Palisade 
was desirable because it was located close to 
the mouth of Rapid Creek, making irrigation 
easier for the fruit farming that would soon 
thrive. The town of Palisade began to prosper, 
and with sufficient growth, Palisade became 
an incorporated town in 1904. 

Over the last hundred years, Palisade has 
seen many of the same changes and at-
tributes of growth characteristic of similar 
American communities. With the advent of the 
industrial revolution in America at the turn of 
the twentieth century, the town saw a boom in 
its coal mining industry. However, Palisade is 
primarily known for its fruit orchards. During 
prohibition, the grape farmers and wine mak-
ers suffered hardships, but found success 
once again when prohibition was lifted. The 
community infrastructure has grown strong 
over the years as new friendships were estab-
lished through common threads by the forma-
tion of many social organizations. 

Mr. Speaker, after one hundred years, Pali-
sade, Colorado continues to experience suc-
cess as a tight-knit community. The social in-
stitutions and economic infrastructure account 
for the many years of existence. Our nation 
was built upon the strong foundation of small 
communities like Palisade. I congratulate the 
city of Palisade, Colorado for this important 
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